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Society members may use, without charge, the 
Marketplace section of the Quarterly and the 
R&LHS web site to advertise items they wish 
to sell, trade or acquire or to seek information 
from other readers.  This service is intended for 
personal, not general commercial, use. All items 
should be sent to David C. Lester at the address 
below.
                    

                     ARCHIVES SERVICES
The Railway & Locomotive Historical Society 
Archives Services provides four key services to 
members, which are listed below.  All inquiries 
regarding these services should be addressed 
to R&LHS Archives Services, P.O. Box 600544, 
Jacksonville, Florida  32260-0544.

Locomotive Rosters & Records 
of Building Construction Numbers

The Society has locomotive rosters for many 
roads and records of steam locomotive con-
struction numbers for most builders.  Copies 
are available to members at 25 cents per page, 
40 cents per page for non-members ($5.00 mini-
mum).

Research Inquiries
Source materials -- printed, manuscript and 
graphic, are included in the Society’s Archives.  
Inquiries concerning these materials should 
be addressed to the Archives Services address 
above. To help expedite our response, please in-
dicate a daytime telephone number where you 
can normally be reached.

             Back Issues of Railroad History 
                    & The R&LHS Bulletin
All back issues of RAILROAD HISTORY are 
available from Alden H. Dreyer. R&LHS mem-
bers pay $7.50 per copy for in-print editions, 
non-members $16.00 for 192 and newer (large 
size), $12.50 for others (small size); out-of-print 
editions somewhat higher. A quantity price list 
is available. Nearly all editions of the R&LHS 
BULLETIN, Nos.65-126, are available, and 
some earlier ones, priced individually based 
upon supply, demand, condition and R&LHS 
membership status. Shipping is free within the 
42 ȭɯ2ÏÐ×ÔÌÕÛÚɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÛÏÌɯ42 ɯ×ÈàɯËÐřÌÙÌÕ-
tial only. Contact Alden at 91 Reynolds Road, 
Shelburne MA 01370. Telephone: 413-625-6384 
800am-800pm Eastern Time daily. Fax: 413-625-
8346. Email: alden.javanet@rcn.com (please 
limit to 30KB)
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While the economic downturn presents challenges to all organizations, the Railway & Locomotive Society is focusing 
aggressively on member retention and member development.  The Society’s membership development coordinator, Paul 
Gibson, shares his thoughts and plans for 2009 in his piece beginning on page 4.  The Society has increased its presence 
at train shows around the country, resulting in the addition of at least 30 new members since the beginning of 2009.  A 
ÙÌÊÜÙÙÐÕÎɯÔÌÚÚÈÎÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯÈŲÌÕËɯÛÏÌɯÚÏÖÞÚȮɯÈÕËɯÑÖÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ2ÖÊÐÌÛàȮɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÞÌÙÌɯÏÌÙÌÛÖÍÖÙÌɯÜÕÈÞÈÙÌɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯ
ÌßÐÚÛÌÕÊÌȭɯɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯ×ÙÌŲàɯÈÔÈáÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÈÕɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÍÖÜÕËÌËɯÐÕɯƕƝƖƕȭɯɯ"ÓÌÈÙÓàȮɯÞÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÖÔÌɯÞÖÙÒɯÛÖɯËÖȭ

The Society is also implementing a new advertising campaign which, at this time, is focused on a new membership 
brochure, along with a new design for some of our print ads.  An example of one of our new ads is found on page 19, and 
ÙÌŘÌÊÛÚɯÛÏÌɯÌßÊÌÓÓÌÕÛɯËÌÚÐÎÕɯÞÖÙÒɯÖÍɯ*ÌÝÐÕɯ'ÖÓÓÈÕËȮɯÛÏÌɯ#ÌÚÐÎÕɯ$ËÐÛÖÙɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯŘÈÎÚÏÐ×ɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕȮɯRailroad History.
#ÌÚ×ÐÛÌɯÛÏÌɯ2ÖÊÐÌÛàɀÚɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯÙÌÊÙÜÐÛÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÈËÝÌÙÛÐÚÐÕÎɯÌřÖÙÛÚȮɯÞÌɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯƖƔƔƝɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈɯÛÖÜÎÏɯàÌÈÙȭɯɯ.ÕÌɯÊÖÚÛɯ

control measure we’ve taken is to combine the Fall 2008 and Winter 2009 issues of the Quarterly.  This will be a one-time 
combination of issues, and you will receive three more issues in 2009.

As you may have heard, the Society’s 2009 Annual Meeting will be held in Portland, Maine from June 18 - 21.  Jerry 
Angier is the chair for this year’s gathering, and has put together an exciting agenda.  Complete information and a reg-
istration form is found on pages 16 and 17.  If you don’t wish to damage your copy of this issue, simply make a copy of 
page 17, complete the required details, and mail it to the address noted, with your payment.    

Membership Development in 2009 / R&LHS Annual Meeting in Portland, Maine

3ÏÐÚɯÐÚÚÜÌɯÍÌÈÛÜÙÌÚɯÚÌÝÌÙÈÓɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯŗÓÌÚɯÖÍɯ2ÛÌÈÔËÖÔÌȭɯɯ6ÌɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɀÓÓɯÌÕÑÖàɯÛÏÌɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌÚɯÖÕɯ/ÖÜÎÌɀÚɯ
6ÈÛÌÙɯ"ÖÓÜÔÕȮɯÛÏÌɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯÖÍɯ4ÕÐÖÕɯ/ÈÊÐŗÊɀÚɯÉÙÐËÎÌɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÌɯ,ÐÚÚÖÜÙÐɯ1ÐÝÌÙɯÈÛɯ.ÔÈÏÈɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÛÌɯÕÐÕÌÛÌÌÕÛÏɯÊÌÕÛÜÙàȮɯ
and the brief story on the railroads’ thoughts around passenger baggage at the beginning of the 20th century.  

If you travel by air today with any frequency, you’ll be reminded of the “baggage circus” that occurs as passengers 
board the airplane, frantically looking for overhead and under-seat space for their bags.  Passengers are motivated to 
ÉÙÐÕÎɯÈÚɯÔÜÊÏɯÈÚɯÛÏÌàɯÊÈÕɯÖÕɯÉÖÈÙËɯÛÖɯÈÝÖÐËɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÌÊÒÌËɯÉÈÎÎÈÎÌɯÍÌÌɯÖÍɯȜƕƙȭƔƔɯÐÔ×ÓÌÔÌÕÛÌËɯÉàɯÔÈÕàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÑÖÙɯÊÈÙ-
riers.  

Given the amount of change that has occurred between the date of the Steamdome article and today, it’s interesting to 
ÚÌÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯÖÍɯÊÈÙÙàÐÕÎɯÉÈÎÚɯÈÕËɯ×ÈÊÒÈÎÌÚɯÈÉÖÈÙËɯÞÏÌÕɯÛÙÈÝÌÓÐÕÎɯÞÈÚɯÈÚɯÏÖÛɯÈɯÛÖ×ÐÊɯÐÕɯƕƝƔƘɯÈÚɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÛÖËÈàȭɯɯ

The Steamdome Files

We present a preview of the 2009 “Conversations About Photography” conference at the Center for Railroad Photog-
raphy & Art beginning on page 12.  John Gruber, the President of the Center, and a regular columnist for the Quarterly, 
ÏÈÚɯÞÖÙÒÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÐÚɯÛÌÈÔɯÛÖɯ×ÜÛɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÈÕɯÌß×ÈÕËÌËɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÊÖÕÍÌÙÌÕÊÌȭɯɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÈŲÌÕËÌËɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯ
ÍÖÙɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÛɯŗÝÌɯàÌÈÙÚȮɯÈÕËɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÖ××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛàɯÛÖɯÈŲÌÕËȮɯàÖÜɯÞÐÓÓɯŗÕËɯÐÛɯÝÌÙàɯÞÖÙÛÏÞÏÐÓÌȭɯɯ"ÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌɯ
information, along with the Center’s website, is found in the article.

The Center for Railroad Photography & Art’s Annual Conference

Agricultural Demonstration Trains
John Gruber, in his Visual InterpretationsɯÊÖÓÜÔÕɯÉÌÎÐÕÕÐÕÎɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƕƔȮɯÚÏÖÞÊÈÚÌÚɯÈɯ×ÏÖÛÖÎÙÈ×ÏɯÖÍɯÈɯ2ÖÜÛÏÌÙÕɯ/ÈÊÐŗÊɯ

agricultural demonstration train in Erath, Louisiana in October 1910.  Those who have studied the history of the Southern 
/ÈÊÐŗÊɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯ6ÌÚÛɯÙÌÊÈÓÓɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ2/ɯÞÈÚɯÖŜÌÕɯ×ÖÙÛÙÈàÌËɯÈÚɯÈɯÕÌÎÈÛÐÝÌɯÍÖÙÊÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯËÌÝÌÓ-
Ö×ÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ6ÌÚÛȮɯÍÖÊÜÚÌËɯÖÕÓàɯÖÕɯÞÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÎÖÖËɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÙÈÐÓÙÖÈËȮɯÈÕËɯÊÈÙÐÕÎɯÓÐŲÓÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔ×ÈÕàɀÚɯÐÔ×ÈÊÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ
average citizen.  Indeed, Frank Norris’s 1901 novel, The OctopusȮɯÙÌŘÌÊÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÙɯÚÌÕÛÐÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯËÈàȭɯɯɯ3ÏÐÚɯÝÐÌÞɯ
of the SP was challenged, however, by Professor Richard J. Orsi, in his 2005 revisionist history of the SP, Sunset Limited: 
3ÏÌɯ2ÖÜÛÏÌÙÕɯ/ÈÊÐŗÊɯ1ÈÐÓÙÖÈËɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ#ÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯ6ÌÚÛɯ(University of California Press), and his book 
highlights the railroad’s agricultural demonstration trains, among other activities of the railroad, as a force for positive 
development in the region.  If you’re not familiar with Orsi’s work, I encourage you to review it.
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The Telegrapher’s Report

The Railway & Locomotive Historical Society shares a 
problem common to most other rail history organizations 
ÛÖËÈàɯ ɪɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÊÏÈÓÓÌÕÎÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÈŲÙÈÊÛÐÕÎɯ ÕÌÞɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÖÜÙɯ
group.  
 ɯÊÏÈÕÎÐÕÎɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛɯ×ÙÖŗÓÌɯÈÔÖÕÎɯÛÖËÈàɀÚɯàÖÜÕÎÌÙɯÙÈÐÓɯ

enthusiasts, and growing competition for their time and 
discretionary spending dollar, have slowed the rate of new 
ÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÑÖÐÕÐÕÎɯÜ×ȭɯɯ+ÐÕÒɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÕÈÛÜÙÈÓɯÈŲÙÐÛÐÖÕɯÈÚɯÞÌɯ
lose older members from our ranks, and the growth of rail 
historical groups has slowed compared to what it was 10 
and 20 years ago.  In fact, in my experience contacting vari-
ous railroad historical organizations, you would be hard 
×ÙÌÚÚÌËɯÛÖɯŗÕËɯÈɯÎÙÖÜ×ɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÎÙÖÞÐÕÎɯÜÕÓÌÚÚɯÛÏÌàɯÏÈÝÌɯ
ÈɯÊÖÕÊÌÙÛÌËɯÌřÖÙÛɯÐÕɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÛÖɯÈŲÙÈÊÛɯÈÕËɯÒÌÌ×ɯÕÌÞɯÔÌÔ-
bers.

The Society has an advantage over most other groups 
ÛÏÖÜÎÏȭɯɯ1ÈÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÍÖÊÜÚÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÑÜÚÛɯÖÕÌɯÙÈÐÓÙÖÈËȮɯÛÏÌɯÞÐËÌɯ
scope of our publications and activities cover a broad range 
of rail interests, so we have a natural appeal to a wider 
range of potential new members.  Plus, our rich legacy of 
well indexed past publications, Archives and Archives Ser-
ÝÐÊÌÚɯÖřÌÙɯÈɯÚÖÜÙÊÌɯÖÍɯÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏɯÔÈÛÌÙÐÈÓɯÕÖÛɯÙÌÈËÐÓàɯÈÝÈÐÓ-
ÈÉÓÌɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯÔÈÑÖÙɯÜÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÓÐÉÙÈÙÐÌÚɯÖÙɯÔÜÚÌÜÔÚȭɯɯ!ÐÓÓɯ
Howes, R&LHS VP of Member Services, recently stated 
Ɂ(ÕɯÈËËÐÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÖÜÙɯŗÕÌɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕÚɯȹ×ÈÚÛɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯÈÕËɯ
ÞÌÓÓɯÐÕËÌßÌËȺȮɯÞÌɯÖřÌÙɯÈÊÊÌÚÚɯÛÖɯÖÜÙɯÌßÛÌÕÚÐÝÌɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯ
of locomotive photographs (including builders’ photos and 
Ú×ÌÊÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕÚȺȮɯ ÍÈÊÐÓÐÛàɯ×ÏÖÛÖÎÙÈ×ÏÚȮɯ ÓÖÊÖÔÖÛÐÝÌɯÉÜÐÓËÌÙÚɀɯ
records and railroad locomotive rosters.”
6ÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÓÖÛɯÛÖɯÖřÌÙɯÈÕàÖÕÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÌËɯÐÕɯÙÈÐÓɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàȭɯɯ

And we can build membership in R&LHS by presenting 
ÛÏÌÚÌɯÉÌÕÌŗÛÚɯÛÖɯÈɯÞÐËÌÙɯÈÜËÐÌÕÊÌɯɪɯÙÈÐÓɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÈÕÚȮɯÙÈÐÓÍÈÕÚȮɯ
railroad modelers and others, while making sure we keep 
the members we already have.  

Moving into 2009 and beyond, we’ll be trying a three 
×ÙÖÕÎÌËɯÈŲÈÊÒɯÛÖɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ɯÔÖÙÌɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚȯ
%ÐÙÚÛȮɯÞÌɀÓÓɯÎÖɯÈŜÌÙɯÍÖÓÒÚɯÞÏÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯËÌÔÖÕÚÛÙÈÛ-

ed a serious interest in rail history,  because they are mem-
bers of other rail history associations.

There are dozens of other rail history societies out there 
ÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÖÜÚÈÕËÚɯÖÍɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚȮɯÔÈÕàɯÖÍɯÞÏÖÔɯÒÕÖÞɯÓÐŲÓÌɯÖÙɯ
nothing about our own group.  Yet, a large portion of them 
ÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÌËɯÐÕɯÑÖÐÕÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÜÚɯÐÍɯÞÌɯÊÈÕɯŗÕËɯÈɯÞÈàɯ
to reach them with our message.  We’re starting to do this 
ÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÊÙÖÚÚɪÔÈÙÒÌÛÐÕÎɯÌřÖÙÛÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÙÈÐÓɯÏÐÚ-
tory organizations.
 ÚɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÞÙÐŲÌÕȮɯÞÌɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯÏÈÝÌɯÊÖÔÔÐÛÔÌÕÛÚɯ

in place with two other rail history societies to exchange 

ads in each other’s publications on a quid pro quo basis.  
And with a third group, in addition to swapping ads, 

we’ll also allow them to reprint a recent article from RRH 
they feel would be of high interest to their members.  This 
È××ÙÖÈÊÏɯÐÚɯÈɯÞÐÕɤÞÐÕɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÉÖÛÏɯÎÙÖÜ×ÚɯÎÈÐÕɯÈɯÛÌÙÙÐŗÊɯ
opportunity to tell their story to a highly targeted group of 
readers, and encourage new membership at a very mini-
ÔÈÓɯÊÖÚÛȭɯɯ6ÏÈÛɯÉÌŲÌÙɯÞÈàɯÛÖɯÊÈÛÊÏɯŗÚÏɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÙÖÞɯàÖÜÙɯ
ÏÖÖÒɯÐÕɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÛÏÌɯŗÚÏɯÈÙÌȳ

We’re already discussing similar agreements with oth-
er rail history societies, and here’s a place where you can 
×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓÓàɯÑÜÔ×ɯÐÕɯÈÕËɯÏÌÓ×ɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÐÚɯÌřÖÙÛȭɯɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÈɯ
ÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÖÙɯÈÕɯÖŚÊÌÙɯÖÍɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÙÈÐÓɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÖÙÐÌÕÛÌËɯÎÙÖÜ×ÚȮɯ
ÏÌÓ×ɯÜÚɯÔÈÒÌɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÎÏÛɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÛÖɯŗÕËɯÖÜÛɯ ÐÍɯ
they are interested in a similar “swap”.  It’s been surpris-
ing how many leaders in these other groups want to pur-
sue this opportunity, once they understand how easy and 
ÉÌÕÌŗÊÐÈÓɯÐÛɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÐÛɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ ɯ3ÏÌàɯ
recognize we are all in the same boat when it comes to in-
ÊÙÌÈÚÐÕÎɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚÏÐ×ȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌàɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÚÛÈÙÛɯŗÚÏÐÕÎȭ

Second, we’re taking the R&LHS story to groups that 
ÛÙÈËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓÓàɯÒÕÖÞɯÓÐŲÓÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÜÚɯÉàɯÙÈÔ×ÐÕÎɯÜ×ɯÖÜÙɯ×ÙÌÚ-
ence at train shows around the country - both railroadiana 
shows and mixed train/model railroading shows.  Dick 
Hillman in Atlanta, Charlie Stats in Chicago and Bill Howes 
in Florida, along with crews from their Chapters, have 
ÉÌÌÕɯÚÌŲÐÕÎɯÜ×ɯÚÈÓÌÚɯÛÈÉÓÌÚɯÈÛɯÚÏÖÞÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÈÙÌÈÚȭɯɯ3ÏÌàɯ
ÖřÌÙɯÉÈÊÒɯÐÚÚÜÌÚɯÈÕËɯÙÌ×ÙÐÕÛÚɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕÚȮɯ×ÓÜÚɯÜ×ɯ
to date information about our society, and are ready to put 
a friendly face behind the R&LHS name.  Many train show 
ÈŲÌÕËÌÌÚɯÊÖÔÔÌÕÛɯÛÏÌàɯÒÕÌÞɯÕÖÛÏÐÕÎɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ1ÈÐÓÞÈàɯ
& Locomotive Historical Society before this. 

And these show crews have reported real success at 
signing up new members - Dick Hillman brought in seven 
new members at the last Atlanta show alone!  

We have R&LHS tables scheduled again at the Jackson-
ville and Atlanta shows in January, and we will have a table 
ÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ ÔÏÌÙÚÛɯ1àȭɯ2ÖÊÐÌÛàɯÚÏÖÞɯÐÕɯ6ÌÚÛɯ2×ÙÐÕÎŗÌÓËȮɯ, ɯ
ÐÕɯ ÓÈÛÌɯ )ÈÕÜÈÙàȭɯ ɯ3ÏÐÚɯ ÐÚɯÈɯ ÛÞÖɯËÈàɯÚÏÖÞɯÞÐÛÏɯÈŲÌÕËÈÕÊÌɯ
reaching 20,000.  Also in January, Ken and Ann Miller will 
be trying a couple of shows in the New Jersey area.

Later in 2009, we expect to have a table at large railroad 
shows in Kansas City and Gaithersburg, MD. 

A good start, but again, we need your help to get the 
word out at more train shows in 2009.  We can provide 
you with all the materials to set up a table – back issues, 
reprints and membership info brochures, plus a really eye 
catching banner for hanging over the table. 

,ÌÔÉÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯ1ÌÊÙÜÐÛÐÕÎɯ$řÖÙÛÚɯ.řɯÛÖɯÈɯ2ÛÙÖÕÎɯ2ÛÈÙÛɯÐÕɯ2009                                   
                                                                                           by Paul Gibson, Membership Development
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  Many show promoters are happy to have historical 
groups like ours participate in their shows and many will 
provide a table at no cost, or if necessary, we can help with 
table costs.  There are numerous large, quality train shows 
ÐÕɯƖƔƔƝɯÈÕËɯÞÌɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÕÌÌËɯàÖÜÙɯÏÌÓ×ɯÛÖɯÚÛÈřɯÛÈÉÓÌÚɯÈÛɯÈÚɯ
many of these as we can, particularly on the West Coast, in 
the Midwest and Southwest.  If you are interested in help-
ing with this, contact me for details.

And third, its very important we retain current mem-
ÉÌÙÚȭɯɯ-ÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯ2ÐÎÐɯ6ÈÓÒÌÙɯÏÈÚɯÛÈÒÌÕɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÑÖÉɯÖÍɯÙÌÊÖÙËɯ

keeping for membership renewals, we will again have a 
reliable data base to identify past members who have not 
re-enrolled.  Next year will see a robust campaign for con-
tacting and encouraging these non-renewals to come back 
with us.  

If you have questions or thoughts that would help us 
grow the membership in R&LHS, please contact me.  We’re 
always looking for your fresh ideas and enthusiastic sup-
port.  My email address is paul@railpub.com.

Ɂ3ÐÔÌɯÛÖɯÙÌÝÐÚÐÛɯÌÓÌÊÛÙÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕȳɂɯÈÚÒÌËɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɯ"ȭɯ5ÈÕ-
tuono, editor of 1ÈÐÓÞÈàɯ ÎÌ in his September 2008 edi-
tion. The last time railroads had seriously looked at elec-
ÛÙÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÏÈËɯÉÌÌÕɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÖÐÓɯÊÙÐÚÐÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÐËɪƕƝƛƔÚȮɯ
when oil had become both scarce and high-priced. The 
problems passed and diesel-electric locomotives continued 
to improve in their technology. Now the same problems of 
ËÐÌÚÌÓɯÍÜÌÓɯÈÙÌɯÈÎÈÐÕɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÍÙÖÕÛɯÈÕËɯÊÌÕÛÌÙȮɯÈÕËɯÌÓÌÊÛÙÐŗ-
cation is again receiving serious consideration.
3ÏÌɯÚ×ÌÊÐŗÊɯÕÌÞÚɯÓÐÕÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ1ÈÐÓÞÈàɯ ÎÌ report was 

a proposal by Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) to 
investigate the feasibility of building high-tension power 
lines along its lines to link large quantities of electric power 
generated from wind turbines along the eastern slope of 
the Rocky Mountains to locations like California where 
it’s most needed. “Instead of acquiring land and building 
thousands of miles on high-tension line,” said Vantuono, 
“why not piggyback on an existing right-of-way—like a 
ÙÈÐÓÙÖÈËȳɂɯɯ!-2%ɯÐÚɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯÓÌÈÚÐÕÎɯÚÜÊÏɯÛÙÈÕÚÊÖÕÛÐÕÌÕÛÈÓɯ
ÙÐÎÏÛÚɪÖÍɪÞÈàɯÛÖɯŗÉÌÙɪÖ×ÛÐÊɯÊÖÔ×ÈÕÐÌÚɯÐÕɯÌßÊÏÈÕÎÌɯÍÖÙɯÊÈ-
pacity for communications and data transmission. In ex-
change for access to discounted electric traction power for 
trains, BNSF could lease right-of-way space to an electric 
utility,  tapping into the high-tension lines for 25kV or 50 
kV catenaries to power electric or perhaps even dual power 
locomotives, say Vantuono.

The BNSF study is an intriguing question to consid-
er, but it’s hardly new. Thomas Alva Edison had already 
worked out the idea of wind-powered electric trains some 
125 years ago.
3ÏÌɯ ÞÐÕËɪ×ÖÞÌÙɯ ÌÓÌÊÛÙÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÚÛÜËÐÌÚɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ƕƜƜƔÚɯ

ÊÈÔÌɯÖÜÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÑÖÐÕÛɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÚɯÖÍɯ$ËÐÚÖÕɯÈÕËɯ'ÌÕÙàɯ5ÐÓ-
ÓÈÙËȮɯÞÏÖɯ ÏÈËɯ ÉÌÊÖÔÌɯ ×ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ-ÖÙÛÏÌÙÕɯ /ÈÊÐŗÊɯ
in 1881. As we discussed in the Quarterly’s Winter 2008 
ÐÚÚÜÌȮɯ5ÐÓÓÈÙËɯÏÈËɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÌËɯÈɯÒÌÌÕɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛɯÐÕɯÌÓÌÊÛÙÐŗÊÈ-
tion, and had become acquainted with Edison through his 
membership on the Edison Electric Light Company board. 
In 1880 Edison had built a small electric locomotive at his 
Menlo Park, New Jersey laboratories. Villard was inter-
ested in considering the possibility of using electric power 

ÛÖɯÏÈÜÓɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÙÎÌɯÞÏÌÈÛɯÊÙÖ×ÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ-ÖÙÛÏÌÙÕɯ/ÈÊÐŗÊɯÙÈÐÓ-
road, and had reached an agreement with Edison to build 
a larger track about three miles long at Menlo Park. The 
new line was completed in 1881 and tests were continued 
into 1882. Late in 1881 the 1ÈÐÓÙÖÈËɯ&ÈáÌŲÌ of November 
25, 1881, reporting from a news item in the St. Paul Pio-
neer-Press, said that a recent contract between Villard and 
Edison called for the construction of 50 miles of railroad 
between St. Cloud and Minneapolis and St. Paul during 
1882. Villard had agreed, said reporters, that he would pay 
an established sum for the 50-mile experimental railroad if 
the tests were successful. Edison had carefully worked out 
the plans for the road. He had also secured all the data he 
would need on the winds of the Great Plains, where he pro-
posed to power the trains with electricity generated from 
ÓÈÙÎÌɯÞÐÕËÔÐÓÓÚȭɯ2ÜÊÊÌÚÚɯÞÈÚɯËÌŗÕÌËɯÈÚɯÈÊÏÐÌÝÐÕÎɯÈɯÊÖÚÛɯ
per ton-mile which was less than that of a steam railroad.

While the new experimental line at Menlo Park worked 
well, the 50-mile windmill-powered Minnesota wheat line 
ÕÌÝÌÙɯÔÈÛÌÙÐÈÓÐáÌËȭɯ!àɯÛÏÐÚɯÛÐÔÌɯÛÏÌɯ-ÖÙÛÏÌÙÕɯ/ÈÊÐŗÊɯÏÈËɯ
entered bankruptcy, and Villard was no longer in control. 
$ËÐÚÖÕɯ ËÐËɯ ÓÐŲÓÌɯÔÖÙÌɯ ÖÕɯ ÙÈÐÓÙÖÈËɯ ÌÓÌÊÛÙÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ ɯ ÑÖÐÕÛɯ
venture of Edison with Steven D. Field, largely on work 
by Field, produced a small electric locomotive, The Judge, 
which ran at the National Exposition of Railway Applianc-
es in Chicago in 1883, where it did well, and the locomotive 
was then sent to Louisville, Kentucky, for use on the South-
ern Exposition grounds of Central Park, but this was the 
end of Edison-Field experimentation. Over the next decade 
ÙÈÐÓÙÖÈËɯÌÓÌÊÛÙÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÞÖÜÓËɯÙÌÈÊÏɯ×ÙÈÊÛÐÊÈÓÐÛàɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÒɯ
ÖÍɯÚÜÊÏɯÌÓÌÊÛÙÐÊÐÈÕÚɯÈÕËɯÐÕÝÌÕÛÖÙÚɯÈÚɯ+ÌÖɯ#ÈŜȮɯ)ÖÏÕɯ'ÌÕÙàȮɯ
Edward Bentley, Walter Knight, Sidney Shirt, Charles Van 
Depoele, and Frank Sprague. Edison’s failure to continue 
with electric railways was due simply to his involvement 
with the development of electric illumination. “I could not 
go on with it because I had no time,” Edison told Electrical 
6ÖÙÓË in August 9, 1884, “I had too many other things to 
ÈŲÌÕËɯÛÖȮɯÌÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÓàɯÐÕɯÊÖÕÕÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÌÓÌÊÛÙÐÊɯÓÐÎÏÛÐÕÎȭɂ
 

$ÓÌÊÛÙÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕɯ(Õɯ1ÈÐÓÙÖÈËÐÕÎɯɪɯ(Úɯ(Ûɯ3ÐÔÌɯÛÖɯ1ÌÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙȳɯɯby William D. Middleton

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *
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The Railroad Station Water Column

Water columns were located at railroad sta-
ÛÐÖÕÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÙÌŗÓÓɯ ÛÌÕËÌÙÚɯ ÞÏÐÓÌɯ ÛÙÈÐÕÚɯ ÞÈÐÛÌËɯ ÍÖÙɯ
passengers to load and unload during stops.  
Water came from nearby tanks or from city wa-
ter systems.  The swinging spout could service 
ÛÞÖɯÛÙÈÊÒÚɯÉàɯÔÖÝÐÕÎɯÐÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÛÖɯÓÌŜȭɯɯ)ÖÏÕɯ
Newton Poage began the manufacture of his 
column in about 1873 at the McGowan Pump 
Company, Cincinnati, Ohio.  Poage was born in 
Ohio in about 1825, and he died on October 29, 
1908.  He lived in suburban College Hill, but fur-
ther details of his life are scarce.  By about 1880, 
Poage had his own factory and it continued to 
make these columns into the 1920’s.  Just when 
such devices were introduced is uncertain, but a 
photograph of one, maker unknown, is shown 
ÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ!ȫ.ɀÚɯ&ÙÈŜÖÕȮɯ6ÌÚÛɯ5ÐÙÎÐÕÐÈɯÚÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯÈÕɯ
1858 view reproduced in John Stover’s B&O his-
tory, 1987, p. 87.  We found these patents for Po-
age water columns:  May 20, 1873, 139,188;  De-
cember 2, 1873, 145,236;  July 22, 1879, 217,817;  
and, January 13, 1880, 223,607.

An advertisement from the  ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯ1ÈÐÓÙÖÈËɯɯ
                       ManualȮɯƕƜƛƗȮɯ×ȭɯßßÐÐȭ

Poage’s Automatic Water Column

 Figure 2 in the accompanying illustration represents 
a perspective view of a water column, or water crane, for 
supplying locomotive tanks with water, which was ex-
hibited at the Chicago Exposition of Railway Appliances, 
ÈÕËɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯÌßÛÌÕÚÐÝÌÓàɯÜÚÌËɯÖÕɯËÐřÌÙÌÕÛɯÙÈÐÓÙÖÈËÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯ
country.

The automatic feature consists of supporting the column 
on rollers and inclined planes, so that when the discharge 
spout is moved at right angles with the track, and commu-
nicates with the tender, the column is raised up, and when 
the spout is released it will be turned automatically by the 
weight of the column, so that the spout will always stand 
parallel with the track, when not in use, and thus be out of 
the way of passing engines.
3ÏÌɯÔÌÊÏÈÕÐÚÔɯÉàɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÌřÌÊÛÌËɯÐÚɯÚÏÖÞÕȮɯÈÓ-

ÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÚÖÔÌÞÏÈÛɯÐÔ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛÓàȮɯÐÕɯŗÎÜÙÌɯƖȭɯɯ ɯÊÖÓÓÈÙɯȹƕƗȺɯÐÚ

ÈŲÈÊÏÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÝÌÙÛÐÊÈÓɯÊÖÓÜÔÕɯȹƝȺȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÜÕËÌÙɯÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯ
collar forms what may be called circular inclined planes, 
and these rest on rollers (14).  As the column is turned, the 
inclined planes roll up on the rollers and thus raise the col-
umn.  Each inclined plane occupies a quarter of the circum-
ference of the collar, so that when the spout (8) is turned 
from a position parallel with the track to one at right angles 
to it, the inclined planes move on the rollers (14) from their 
highest to their lowest points.  When the lowest points on 
the inclined planes rest on the rollers, then the column is 
raised up highest and if released will then roll down by its 
own gravity and thus turn the spout as already described.

These water columns are manufactured by John N.    
Poage, at Court and Harriet streets, Cincinnati, Ohio.

 ÙÛÐÊÓÌɯÈÕËɯÐÓÓÜÚÛÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƛɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯRailroad        
ɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ&ÈáÌŲÌȮɯ2Ì×ÛÌÔÉÌÙɯƖƕȮɯƕƜƜƗ

Exploring The Past With Steamdome
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3ÏÌɯ4ÕÐÖÕɯ/ÈÊÐŗÊɯ.ÔÈÏÈɯ!ÙÐËÎÌɯɪɪɯƕƜƛƖ
        from the notebook of Steamdome

While the transcontinental railroad was being pushed 
ÈÊÙÖÚÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÓÈÐÕÚȮɯ×ÓÈÕÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÜÕËÌÙɯÞÈàɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÔÈÑÖÙɯÉÙÐËÎÌɯ
across the Missouri River to connect Omaha and Council 
!ÓÜřÚȭɯɯ/ÓÈÕÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯƖȮƛƙƔɪÍÖÖÛɯÉÙÐËÎÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÙÌÈËàɯÉàɯ,Èàɯ
1868.  It would have eleven spans, each 250 feet long.  The 
trusses were on the 1863 patented design of Simeon Post.  
A contract was awarded to Lucius B. Boomer of Chicago, 
ÛÏÌɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯ!ÙÐËÎÌɯ"ÖÔ×ÈÕàɯÈŜÌÙɯƕƜƛƔȮɯÍÖÙɯȜƕȭƛɯÔÐÓÓÐÖÕȭɯɯ
Work started in March 1869 but was suspended in late July 
ÖÍɯ ÛÏÈÛɯàÌÈÙɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÖÍɯ ÓÌÎÈÓɯÈÕËɯŗÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯËÐŚÊÜÓÛÐÌÚȭɯ ɯ ɯ
new contract with the same contractor, at $2.5 million got 
work moving again by April 1870.  Time was a wasting, 
the railroad had opened to Sacramento almost a year ear-
lier.  Meanwhile, several river boats, such as the Metamora 
mentioned in the text below, ferried goods and passengers 
ÈÊÙÖÚÚɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÝÌÙȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÉÙÐËÎÌɯÞÈÚɯŗÕÐÚÏÌËɯÐÕɯ,ÈÙÊÏɯƕƜƛƖȭɯɯ

The curious tubular piers used to support the trusses 
in place of more common stone piers was selected because 
ÖÍɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÚÐßÛàɯÍÌÌÛɯÖÍɯÚÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÌ×ÈÙÈÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯÉÖŲÖÔɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

river from the bedrock.  The pneumatic process blew away 
some of the sand so that the tubes could sink slowly down 
to the bedrock.  It was a slow and labor intensive process, 
500 men were needed, but engineers felt that ordinary 
wooden piles would not work.  The tubes were 8.5 feet 
in diameter and 10 feet long.  As they slowly sank down 
through the sand and muck, new sections were bolted on.  
,ÌÕɯÊÓÐÔÉÌËɯËÖÞÕɯÙÖ×ÌɯÓÈËËÌÙÚɯÛÖɯ ɯÙÌÈÊÏɯÛÏÌɯÉÖŲÖÔɯÖÍɯ
ÛÏÌɯÛÜÉÌÚȭɯɯ'ÌÙÌɯÛÏÌàɯŗÓÓÌËɯÓÈÙÎÌɯÉÜÊÒÌÛÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌÙÌɯÓÐŜÌËɯÛÖɯ
the surface by donkey engines.  Two men died because of 
too much pressure in the air lock.  Each of the 22 tubes was 
ŗÓÓÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÚÛÖÕÌɯÈÕËɯÊÖÕÊÙÌÛÌɯÞÏÌÕɯŗÕÐÚÏÌËȭ

Just before dawn on August 25, 1877, the east end of 
the bridge was hit by a violent storm that toppled 500 feet 
of it into the river.  The piers were not damaged.  Rail traf-
ŗÊɯÞÈÚɯÚÏÜÛɯÖřȮɯÉÜÛɯÚÖɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÓÌÎÙÈ×ÏɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÈËÞÈàɯ
for wagons and horse cars.  Temporary spans were erected 
quickly.  Permanent repairs, of course, took longer.

The Great Omaha Bridge
We yesterday visited the bridge site for the purpose of 

taking notes of the progress that is being made on this gi-
gantic structure.  

The work is being carried on under the immediate su-
pervision of T.E. Sickles, Esq., Chief Engineer of the Union 
/ÈÊÐŗÊɯ1ÈÐÓÙÖÈËȮɯÈÚÚÐÚÛÌËɯÉàɯÈÕɯÈÉÓÌɯÊÖÙ×ÚɯÖÍɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌËɯ
engineers and mechanics. 

The supervision and inspection of machinery, necessary 
to carry on the work, is under the eye of Fred E. Sickles, 

Esq., a very able and practical mechanical engineer.  The 
ÚÌŲÐÕÎɯÜ×ɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÌÕÎÐÕÌÚɯÈÕËɯÊÈÙÌɯÖÍɯÔÖÛÐÝÌɯ×ÖÞÌÙɯÐÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ
hands of John Smith, Esq., who has earned the reputation 
ÖÍɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÈɯŗÙÚÛɪÊÓÈÚÚɯÔÈÊÏÐÕÐÚÛɯÈÕËɯÏÈÙËɯÞÖÙÒÌÙȭ

The wood work necessary to place the machinery in 
×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕȮɯÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÐÔÔÌÕÚÌɯËÌÙÙÐÊÒÚɯŗÙÔÓàɯÚÌÈÛÌËɯÖÕɯ
two half barges, cut in two and made strong for this pur-
×ÖÚÌȮɯÐÚɯÊÈÙÙÐÌËɯÖÕɯÜÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÌŚÊÐÌÕÛɯÔÈÕÈÎÌÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ,Ùȭɯ
Charles A. Hayes, a practical ship carpenter, and so

Collection of Steamdome

From the Omaha HeraldȮɯ)ÜÓàɯƖƗȮɯƕƜƛƔȭ
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far has constituted no small part of the beginning of the 
end.  We found two of these derrick barges on the west 
ÉÈÕÒȮɯÕÌÈÙÓàɯÐÕɯÙÌÈËÐÕÌÚÚɯÍÖÙɯŗÕÈÓɯÔÈÊÏÐÕÌÙàȮɯÈÕËɯÞÌÙÌɯ
told they will be towed  to position in the middle of the 
ÙÐÝÌÙȮɯŗÙÔÓàɯÈÕÊÏÖÙÌËȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÒɯÖÍɯÚÐÕÒÐÕÎɯÊÖÓÜÔÕÚɯ
on two more pier sites begun in a day or two.

The Metamora is being overhauled, and will be used 
by the company as a towboat, commanded by Captain Da-
vidson.

The thimble tubes are 10 feet long and 8.5 feet in diam-
eter, 2 3/8 inches thick, and weigh 18,000 pounds each.  Yet 
a system of snatch-blocks places one of them on a narrow 
gauge platform car, made for the purpose, is pushed to the 
pier site on a temporary track, hoisted to position and held 
ÉàɯÔÌÈÕÚɯÖÍɯÈɯÊÖÔÉÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÉÓÖÊÒÚȮɯÛÈÊÒÓÌȮɯÌÛÊȭȮɯÈŲÈÊÏÌËɯ
ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÓÈÙÎÌɯËÌÙÙÐÊÒȮɯŗÙÔÓàɯÉÖÓÛÌËɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÛÖ×ɯÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÛÜÉÌɯ
or column last sunk, the air lock replaced on top, and the 
work of sinking it resumed.  

The pneumatic system of sinking these columns is to 
most people a very novel process, interesting to witness, 
ÈÕËɯËÌÚÌÙÝÐÕÎɯÊÓÖÚÌɯÈŲÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÚÛÜËàȭɯɯ2×ÈÊÌɯÞÐÓÓɯ×ÌÙ-
mit a brief description.

A small engine forces air down into the column, 
through an inner pipe, the only escape being under the 
ÉÖŲÖÔɯÌËÎÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÜÉÌɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÚÜÕÒȮɯÛÏÌɯÈÐÙɯÛÏÜÚɯ
ÌßÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÌɯÞÈÛÌÙȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÖÜÓËɯÖÛÏÌÙÞÐÚÌɯŗÓÓɯ ÛÏÌɯÊÖÓ-
umn and prevent the men from working;  this part of the 
process being analogous to that experienced in operating 
a diving bell.

The sand and clay are excavated by the men, and 
hoisted out by a separate hoisting engine through the air 
lock, the weight of the column sinking itself gradually as 
the earth is removed, and being kept in place by means of 
ÕÐÊÌÓàɯÈËÑÜÚÛÌËɯ×ÜÓÓÌàÚȭ

The column near the east bank now being sunk, has 
been put down at the rate of twelve feet per day, and at 
one time it was sunk ten feet in an hour.

While the work of sinking is being carried on, the men 
whose business it is to remain on the inside are obliged to 

work under a pressure of from one to forty pounds per 
square inch, varying according to the depth of the column, 
Ìß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÐÕÎɯÕÖɯÐÕÊÖÕÝÌÕÐÌÕÊÌɯÈŜÌÙɯÉÌÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÈÊÊÜÚÛÖÔÌËɯ
to it.  It has demonstrated that strictly temperate men are 
able to work under a greater atmospheric pressure than 
men addicted to drink, and where accidents have occurred 
in other places, they have been traced to this fact.  

A regular system of telegraphing is carried on between 
the workmen in the column and the foremen on the out-
side, for the purpose of giving orders and preventing ac-
cidents.  

A table is furnished the engineer to guide him regard-
ing the number of pounds of air to be forced at certain 
depths, and the greatest care is taken that no more is forced 
in than the workmen can bear.

The work is progressing as fast as brains, muscle and 
money can push it, and, if necessary, one year from today, 
ÛÙÈÐÕÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÊÙÖÚÚÐÕÎɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯŗÕÌÚÛɯÚÛÙÜÊÛÜÙÌÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÐÚɯ
continent.

The modus operandi of sinking the tubes or caissons is 
under the immediate management of George Miller, Esq., 
who has had large experience in this kind of work.  He 
was selected by Mr. Sickles, having occupied a similar 
position under Mr. Sickles during the construction of the 
Harlem bridge, and he may well be proud of the record 
ÛÏÈÛȮɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÈÓÓɯ ÛÏÌɯÛÐÔÌɯÏÌɯÏÈËɯÊÏÈÙÎÌɯÛÏÌÙÌɯȹŗÝÌɯàÌÈÙÚȺɯ
not an accident happened to life or limb, and under his 
ÞÈÛÊÏÍÜÓɯ ÊÈÙÌɯ ÈÕËɯ ÚÊÐÌÕÛÐŗÊɯÔÈÕÈÎÌÔÌÕÛɯ ÖÍɯ ÚÜÊÏɯ ÏÌÈÝàɯ
and cumbersome material as is of necessity brought into 
requisition, no accidents to employees can happen or is 
anticipated.

The east bank of the river at the bridge site presents 
ÈɯÕÖÝÌÓɯÚ×ÌÊÛÈÊÓÌȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÙÌȯɯ ɯɁ6ÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯ
ÛÏÖÚÌɯ ÏÜÎÌɯ ÛÏÐÔÉÓÌÚɯ ÍÖÙɯ ȳɂȮɯ Ɂ'ÖÞɯ ÈÙÌɯ ÛÏÌàɯ ÔÖÝÌËȳɂȮɯ
Ɂ'ÖÞɯËÖɯàÖÜɯÍÈÚÛÌÕɯÛÏÌÔɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙȳɂȮɯÌÛÊȭɯɯ5ÌÙàɯÉÙÐÌÍɯØÜÌÚ-
tions, but requiring a column to properly answer either of 
them.

 

Baggage Abuse From 2ÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯ1ÈÐÓÞÈàÚȮɯ5ÖÓÜÔÌɯƙȮɯƕƝƔƘ

The habits of the suburban traveler are peculiar and his 
necessities many.  The railway is to him a furniture wagon 
and a butcher’s and grocer’s cart.  It is, moreover, the re-
ceptacle of his linen and other odds and ends of domestic 
life.  Upon a particular day the passengers upon a Chicago 
line were observed to carry nine hundred baskets of peach-
es into the cars within the space of three hours.  The fruit 
was placed under the seats and in other convenient places.  
There was nothing concealed; nothing surreptitious about 
ÛÏÌɯ ÛÙÈÕÚÈÊÛÐÖÕȭɯ ɯ ŜÌÙÞÈÙËȮɯÞÏÌÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÊÖÔ×ÈÕàɯÈŲÌÔ×Û-
ed to break up the practice of carrying packages into the 
ÊÖÈÊÏÌÚɯ ÐÕɯ ÊÖÕÚÌØÜÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÐÕÑÜÙàɯ ÛÖɯ ÐÛÚɯ Ìß×ÙÌÚÚɯÉÜÚÐ-

ÕÌÚÚɯÈÕËɯËÈÔÈÎÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÜ×ÏÖÓÚÛÌÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÙÚȮɯ ÛÏÌɯÌřÖÙÛɯ
ÞÈÚɯÔÌÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÉÐŲÌÙɯÙÌÚÐÚÛÈÕÊÌȭɯ ɯ3ÏÌɯ×ÙÈÊÛÐÊÌɯÏÈËɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯ
ÈɯÏÈÉÐÛȮɯÈÛɯÖÕÊÌɯÊÖÕÝÌÕÐÌÕÛɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÖŗÛÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÈÝÌÓÌÙȭɯɯ
The suburban passenger believes he is entitled to a given 
quantity of baggage; that as he has no baggage, he should 
ÉÌɯ×ÌÙÔÐŲÌËɯÛÖɯÊÈÙÙàɯ×ÈÊÒÈÎÌÚɯÐÕÚÛÌÈËȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÈÙÎÜÔÌÕÛɯÐÚɯ
without force, for the reason that the fare he pays is very 
low and based on the carriage of persons only.  Neverthe-
less, railways seldom seek to interfere with the carriage of 
packages by their patrons so long as they restrict them-
selves to such as may be carried in their hands without 
damage to the property of the company.
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Visual Interpretations       by John Gruber

An Online, Illustrated History in a Nutshell of American Railroads
A quick-and-easy illustrated guide to America’s railroad history called “North American Railroad History in a Nut-

shell” is now available online as a feature of railroadheritage.org (click on Nutshell) and as a service of the Center for 
1ÈÐÓÙÖÈËɯ/ÏÖÛÖÎÙÈ×Ïàɯȫɯ ÙÛȭɯ(ÛɯÈÓÚÖɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÙÌÈÊÏÌËɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯÊÌÕÛÌÙɀÚɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɯÚÐÛÌȮɯÙÈÐÓ×ÏÖÛÖɪÈÙÛȭÖÙÎȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯÞÈÚɯ
ÜÕËÌÙÞÙÐŲÌÕɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ-ÖÙÛÏɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯ1ÈÐÓÞÈàɯ%ÖÜÕËÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÚɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÐÛÚɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÓɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÙÈÐÓÙÖÈË-
heritage.org, which has 1,200 images about many of the scores of aspects of the railroad in the U.S. as well some images 
from Canada and Mexico.

Nutshell distills these hundreds of images down to thirty-two that cover everything from the beginnings of railroad-
ing in the U.S., illustrated with a copy of a daguerreotype of the locomotive “Tioga,” to the modern preservation move-
ment, illustrated with one of noted photographer David Plowden’s earliest photographs, a Canadian steam engine that 
now pulls excursion trains.  
(ÕɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÎÐÕÕÐÕÎÚɯÖÍɯÙÈÐÓÙÖÈËÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÔÖËÌÙÕɯ×ÙÌÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕɯÌřÖÙÛÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÛÖ×ÐÊÚɯÊÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÈÕÚÐÛÐÖÕɯÍÙÖÔɯ

steam to diesel, the story of railroad regulation from the nineteenth century through the Staggers Act of 1980, and much 
more, all aimed at demonstrating how railroads came to span the North American continent and literally transformed 
it. A sound bite recorded by a Burlington Northern executive involved in developing the coal deposits of the Powder 
River Basin in Montana and Wyoming accompanies the entry about the railroad boom there.
3ÏÌɯËÌÚÊÙÐ×ÛÐÝÌɯÛÌßÛÚɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ"ÌÕÛÌÙɀÚɯÚÛÈřɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÈÚÚÐÚÛÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÙÈÐÓÙÖÈËɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÈÕÚɯÈÕËɯÚ×Ì-

cialists from around the U.S. Photographs have been supplied by leading contemporary photographers like Plowden, 
railroad museums from coast to coast, the Arthur Dubin and Munson Paddock collections at Lake Forest College, the 
Center’s own collections, private collectors, and individual photographers with specialties that mesh with some of the 
topics.

Research on the images has been exhaustive and is ongoing. For example, the California Railroad Museum at Sacra-
ÔÌÕÛÖȮɯÈɯÊÖÓÓÈÉÖÙÈÛÖÙȮɯÏÈÚɯÈɯÓÈÙÎÌɯÊÈÊÏÌɯÖÍɯ2ÖÜÛÏÌÙÕɯ/ÈÊÐŗÊɯÐÔÈÎÌÚȭɯ ÔÖÕÎɯÛÏÌÔɯÐÚɯÈɯÉÌÈÜÛÐÍÜÓÓàɯÊÖÔ×ÖÚÌËɯÈÕËɯÓÐÎÏÛÌËɯ
panorama photograph of an SP/Louisiana State University agricultural education train, made in October 1910 in the 
small southern Louisiana community of Erath—pronounced Ee-rath. The New Orleans Picayune carried daily stories 
about the tour, which ended at Erath, where the turnout surpassed the size of the town and local schoolchildren sang.
3ÏÌɯÐÔÈÎÌɯÚÏÖÞÚɯÏÖÞɯÛÙÈÐÕÚɯÉÙÖÜÎÏÛɯÜÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛÐÌÚɯÛÖɯÍÈÙɪŘÜÕÎɯÈÕËɯÚÔÈÓÓɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛÐÌÚɯÐÕɯÔÈÕàɯ×ÈÙÛÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ4ÕÐÛÌËɯ

2ÛÈÛÌÚȮɯÈÕËɯËÌÔÖÕÚÛÙÈÛÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÝÈÙÐÖÜÚɯÚÊÐÌÕÛÐŗÊɯŗÕËÐÕÎÚɯÊÖÜÓËɯÈÐËɯÓÖÊÈÓɯÌÊÖÕÖÔÐÌÚɯÈÕËɯÛÌÈÊÏɯÊÐÛÐáÌÕÚɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÛÐÔÌȭɯ
(Õɯ+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈɯÛÏÌɯËÐÚ×ÓÈàÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓɯÙÈÐÓÙÖÈËɯÊÈÙÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÖÙÚɯÞÏÖɯÛÙÈÝÌÓÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌÔɯÛÈÊÒÓÌËɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛÚɯ
of how to grow crops successfully. The excitement generated by the train is virtually palpable in the panorama. The 
nationwide publicity aroused hopes by the SP and LSU that people from northern states would abandon their one-crop 
climates and move to southern Louisiana’s multi-crop climate. 

The Center welcomes comments and suggestions about Nutshell. No less a scholar than John Stilgoe of Harvard 
has already recommended it to his students, who also take advantage of the entire railroadheritage.org site. Stilgoe has 
suggested additional topics and improvements to entries on the site, and the Center encourages and appreciates similar 
reactions from viewers. All aspects of railroading are fair game.

3ÏÌɯ"ÌÕÛÌÙɯÐÚɯÈɯÕÖÕ×ÙÖŗÛɯÈÙÛÚɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÈÛɯ×ÙÌÚÌÙÝÌÚɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÚɯÚÐÎÕÐŗÊÈÕÛɯÐÔÈÎÌÚɯÖÍɯÙÈÐÓÙÖÈËÐÕÎȮɯÐÕÛÌÙ×ÙÌÛÐÕÎɯ
them in print, exhibitions, and on the Internet. This focus is critical for the Railroad Heritage community, since images 
reach far wider audiences than museums, vintage trains, and equipment alone. The visual representations feature all as-
pects of America’s railroads—workers, travelers, advertising and publicity, and more. The center collaborates with other 
institutions to present exhibitions and with scholars for resources. Its conferences and publications are a vital part of its 
mission. The center is located at 1914 Monroe St., P.O. Box 259330, Madison, WI 53725-9330, telephone 608-251-5785.


